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PTILIUM GYLLENHAL, 1 827 ANDPTENIDIUM ERICHSON
1845 (INSECTA, COLEOPTERA):PROPOSEDCONSERV^^^BY USEOFTHEPLENARYPOWERS.Z.N (S) 2244

By Hans ^\\UeTbQTg( Zoological Museumof the University
Helsinki, Finland)

The generic name Ptilium, the type genus of the PTIT rrOAF
was established by Gyllenhal, 1827- 2V2 as a subgenm^^^Scaphidium. He included in it four species: aiomariur^faf^^ulare
evanescens and punctatum. The first two are nowaday^ includedTn
the g^nns Acrotrichis Motschulsky, 1848, the other two in the
genus/'rewc^/wmErichson, 1845. " i" me

2. After Gyllenhal the name Ptilium was used by severalauthors, such as Aube, 1833; Dejean, 1833; and Villa, 1833 They

Erichson" I'sTs '"'''r.r'''
^^^^'.'^"' ^P^^^fi^ "^"^^^- Only whentnchson 1845 used the name m a revisionary work the usaeebegan to stabilize. Thomson, 1859, designated Elovhoms

rninutissimus Gyll. - should be Ljungh - to beType of Thefenus

fky J 8'" fo~ time''
''"" ^^ "'^^^""^ ''''''''^ ^«^-^"'-

3. Stephens, 1830: 61, estabUshed Anisarthria for eieht

TuiT^ntlv .nT^ H . ^ *"" ^^ *^^ *yP^ 'P^^'^s. This species is

(G^nhal 18^^^^^^ I ' '^."""^"^ of /'/.mc//..m pusillum
lL,yiienhal, 1808). Neither ^«/wr/2na nor melas has been used as avahd name dunng this entire century

Thomson^1?59 ";;^^H^^-^'^'fi'*''^'^^^
/'/e«/J/^m. for five species.

GyZhal' 8n8-- ^«q "'lll'^f
^"' °^ ^^^m,Scaphidium pusillumS used'in fSL '

'' *''" ^^P' 'P"'^^"'- ^^^ name Ptenidium hasoeen used in this sense ever since.
5

.

The genus Ptilium Gyllenhal is without a validly designatedtype species, but it has been used in a unifonn way fora centui^ or

surest ?hatX r
"^^.^°"'^ °"J.y 1^-d to confusion. TherefS^-esuggest that the Commission use its plenary powers to designate

^nl7J""''Z^'^'^'''''u
'^^^•- 26> a nomirS species not origfnal ly

be ptserted Ano'^h''
'^' tyP^^Pedes. In this way current u'se canDe preserved. Another way could be to suppress all usages of the

ITZ" ""^Z
^''^'"'^ P"^"" *« '^'' °f Erichson, 1845, bofh fo thepurposes of pnonty and homonymy, but I prefer the formersolution. Smce Anisarthria Stephens is' an unuseTsenior syno^m
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of Ptenidium Erichson it should be rejected so as to preserve

current use. Examples of current use are Sainte-Claire Deville, 1935;

Horion, 1949; Hatch, 1957; Lindroth, 1960; Hansen, 1964;

Kryzhanovskij, 1965; Brakman, 1966; Besuchet, 1971; Johnson,

1975; and Pope, 1977.

6. Since Dermestes melas is a subjective synonym of

Scaphidium pusillum, the generic name Anisarthria is a subjective

synonym of Ptenidium. In such a case I think the Commission
should not totally suppress the unused senior synonyms, but give

the junior, commonly used ones nomenclatural precedence.

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomen-
clature is therefore requested

:

(1) to use its plenary powers:

(a) to set aside any fixations of type species hitherto

made for Ptilium Gyllenhal, 1827, and then to

designate /*r/7/Mm caesum Erichson, 1845 as its type

species;

(b) to rule Wv^X Ptenidium Erichson, 1845, is to be given

nomenclatural precedence over Anisarthria

Stephens, 1830, whenever the two names are con-

sidered to be synonyms;
(c) to rule that pusillum Gyllenhal, 1808, as published

in the binomen Scaphidium pusillum, is to be given

nomenclatural precedence over melas Marsham,
1802, as published in the hinomen Dermestes melas,

whenever the two names are considered to be

synonyms;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in

Zoology:
(a) Ptilium Gyllenhal, 1827 (gender: neuter), type

species, by use of the plenary powers in (l)(a)

above, Ptilium caesum Erichson, 1845;

(b) Ptenidium Erichson, 1845 (gender: neuter), type

species, by subsequent designation by Thomson,
1859, Scaphidium pusillum Gyllenhal, 1808, with

an endorsement that it is to be given precedence

over Anisarthria Stephens, 1830, whenever the two
names are considered to be synonyms;

(c) Anisarthria Stephens, 1830 (gender: feminine), type

species, by subsequent designation by Westwood,
1838, Dermestes melas Marsham, 1802, with an

endorsement that it is not to be given priority over

Ptenidium Erichson, 1845, whenever the two
names are considered to be synonyms;
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(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in

Zoology:
(a) caesum Erichson, 1845, as published in the binomen

Ptilium caesum (specific name of the type species of
Pr/Z/um GyUenhal, 1827);

(h) pusillum Gyllenhal, 1808, as published in the

binomen Scaphidium pusillum (specific name of the

type species of Ptenidium Erichson, 1845) with an

endorsement that it is to be given precedence over

melas Marsham, 1802, as published in the binomen
Dermestes melas, whenever the two names are con-
sidered to be synonyms;

(c) melas Marsham, 1802, as published in the binomen
Dermestes melas (specific name of the type species

of Anisarthria Stephens, 1830), with an endorse-

ment that it is not to have priority over the specific

name pusillum Gyllenhal, 1808, as published in the

binomen Scaphidium pusillum, whenever the two
names are considered to be synonyms.
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